
30   

Basic Training Manual 

HEARING FROM  

HEAVEN 

Foundation Stones 



2 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 Page 3—Heavenly Communication 

 Page 6—Seven Ways to know God’s will 

 Page 10—Introduction to Part 2 

 Page 11—How to receive prophecy 

 Page 18—Prophecy in action 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

29 



28 

Proverbs 16:20 – He who heeds the Word wisely will find good, and whoever trusts in the 
Lord, happy is he. 
Psalm 144:15b – Happy are the people whose God is the Lord! 
What if you feel incapable, discouraged, or that God can’t speak to you? 
If you feel discouraged and like you can’t do it – that you can’t be good enough to receive 
something as wonderful as His messages from Heaven – all you have to do is ask the Lord to 
override all of those feelings and replace them with a gift of faith. 
You don’t have to have “great faith.” Just ask Him for the faith of a child who reaches up and 
receives her father’s gifts. She doesn’t think about it and analyze the message, because she 
has childlike faith and trusts that her father knows what he’s doing and he knows what’s 
best, and all she has to do is trust. 
The Lord delights in using men or women who don’t think much of themselves and are little 
in their own eyes. 
1 Corinthians 1:26-29 – For you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to 
the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called. But God has chosen the foolish 
things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the 
world to put to shame the things which are mighty; and the base things of the world and the 
things which are despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing 
the things that are, that no flesh should glory in His presence. 
Don’t worry if you feel incapable, because if that’s how you feel, you will stay humble and 
more dependent on the Lord. – And that’s how He wants you to be! 
Learning to use the gift 
There is a lot to learn about prophecy. Just like any talent or tool, as we start using it and 
keep using it, we gradually learn more and more. 
Be sure to study the Hearing from Heaven booklet, as there are many more lessons on 
prophecy than we have had time to discuss in these two classes. 
Review 
Why a prophecy may not seem to come true: Prophecies can “fail.” The future is somewhat 
dependent on the choices that we and others make. The Lord often leads us one step at a 
time on the path of His will. 
Other ways to find God’s will, besides prophecy: (1) the written Word; (2) the “voice of the 
Word”; (3) direct revelations such as dreams, visions, or impressions; (4) seeking counsel 
from faithful and wise fellow-believers; (5) circumstances; (6) personal concern or convic-
tion; (7) receiving specific, predetermined signs in answer to your requests. 
Why prophecy? It’s not only for instruction, but also for encouragement. 
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Heavenly Communication 
 David Brandt Berg 
 
To cry out to the Lord in prayer is something that should come naturally to every truly born-
again child of God. God expects each of His children, those who really know Him, to touch 
Him personally and make direct contact with Him, not just through somebody else’s prayers 
or faith. Therefore each of us must learn to individually make personal, intimate contact 
with the Lord through prayer, the heavenly link, the divine telephone between us and heav-
en. 
 
Even though our ―heavenly Father knoweth what things we have need of before we ask 
Him,‖(1) He likes us to confess that we alone can’t solve all our problems and that we need 
His help. He likes us to be humble and willing to pray, to acknowledge His power and show 
our faith in Him by asking Him for help. Then, of course, He likes to answer, not only to re-
mind us that we need Him, but also because He likes us to appreciate His help and to love 
Him for it—like a father. 
 
The Lord loves to give us answers to our problems and questions and troubles, and He wants 
us to ask Him for His guidance. He says, ―Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall 
find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: For everyone that asketh receiveth; and he that 
seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.‖(2) He even goes on to say, 
―For what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, will he give him a stone? Or if he 
ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them 
that ask Him?‖(3) 
 
So don’t ever think you have to try to figure out all your problems and decisions yourself. 
Get down in prayer and get God’s answers. He says, ―Call unto Me, and I will answer thee, 
and show thee great and mighty things which thou knowest not.‖(4) ―Without Him, you can 
do nothing,‖(5) but with Him, you can ―do all things through Christ which strengtheneth 
you.‖(6) So when you really need help, tell it to Jesus. ―Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and 
He shall sustain thee. Cast all your cares upon Him, for He careth for you.‖(7) Jesus said, 
―My yoke is easy and My burden is light.‖ But there’s one condition to it—―come unto 
Me.‖(8) When you come to the Lord in prayer and faith, and ask Him for the answers, you’ll 
get them. This is what prayer is all about. It is not merely some kind of religious ritual, but a 
living relationship. As that dear hymn says: 
 
What a friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and grief's to bear. 
What a privilege to carry, 
Everything to God in prayer. 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit. 
Oh, what needless pain we bear. 
All because we do not carry, 
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Everything to God in prayer. 
—Joseph M. Scriven (1820–1886) 
 
The Lord’s shoulders are broad enough to carry any load—all the burdens put together, in-
cluding His own. 
 
Hearing from heaven 
With many people, prayer is a one-way conversation, and they do all the talking. They pray, 
―Hear, Lord, Thy servant speaketh,‖ instead of like Samuel, the child prophet, who at five 
years of age said, ―Speak, Lord, Thy servant heareth.‖(9) Prayer is not just getting down on 
your knees and speaking your piece, but letting God speak His, too. This is why each of us is 
supposed to know the Lord personally and be filled with the Holy Spirit and therefore be led 
by the Spirit individually, so that we can personally seek the Lord and find the answers for 
ourselves that we need for our own individual cases. Each of us needs to learn to follow God 
and to hear from Him fresh every day. You can’t just get inspired once and let that do for the 
rest of your life. We all need to hear from God. It doesn’t have to be out loud; it doesn’t 
have to be with an audible voice. It can just be in that ―still small voice‖(10) that you feel 
inside of you—sometimes not even words, just an impression that you have. God doesn’t 
have to communicate in words; He can just give you a feeling or a picture or an idea. 
 
His Spirit is like a broadcasting station, broadcasting all the time; you just have to learn how 
to tune in. If you’ve got an open channel and tune in, the Lord will fill you—your mind, your 
heart, your ears, your eyes. Jesus can speak anytime, anywhere, if you believe. And that 
thing you see or hear with the eyes or ears of your spirit will come from the Lord—and it will 
be such a comfort to you. 
 
Quiet time 
If you’re always hurrying and rushing around, fretting and impatient, you’ll never be able to 
focus your full attention—your eyes, your ears, your mind, your heart—on the Lord for the 
solutions to the problems, the answers to the questions, the best decisions for the situa-
tions. He says, ―Be still, and know that I am God. In quietness and confidence shall your 
strength be.‖(11) You’re going to have to get quiet by yourself—somewhere, somehow, 
sometime—if you’re going to hear from the Lord. Every great man of God, from Moses to 
Jesus, had to retreat alone to his mountain for a while in order to have time to meditate, 
pray, and commune with God. Jesus had to get up at the break of day before His disciples 
got up and walk out across the hills or up in the mountain to get alone with God and get His 
orders for the day from His Father.(12) 
 
If you neglect your fellowship with the King of kings because you’re so busy with the affairs 
of the kingdom, it can be disastrous to your spiritual life and communion with the Lord. You 
cannot do the Master’s work without the Master’s power and guidance. And to get it, you 
must spend time with the Master. He’ll solve a lot of your problems before the day even 
starts if you listen to what He has to say. But if you go plunging into all your troubles and 
your work without stopping to talk to the Lord and get directions from your Commander in 
Chief, then you’re going to be like a soldier who’s trying to fight the war all on his own with-
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preached to them, they had a wonderful repentance, and their change caused God to 
change! He went along with them. The circumstances changed, so what God originally said 
was no longer applicable. 
God gives us the majesty of choice, and then He goes along with our decisions and gives us 
what we need or tells us what to do according to what we have decided. 
So instead of automatically concluding that a prophecy was not from God if it doesn’t come 
to pass exactly as expected, we might consider that maybe somebody here on earth 
changed their mind, and as a result God changed His. 
Matters of misunderstanding 
Something to keep in mind is that sometimes we think that a prophecy didn’t come true 
either because we don’t remember correctly what the prophecy said, or we didn’t interpret 
it properly. Sometimes, when encountering a situation where things seemed to turn out 
differently than a prophecy said they would, if you’ll go back and study that prophecy, you’ll 
see things in a different light. So before you presume that a prophecy “went wrong” some-
how, go back and re-read it, and you may find that what the Lord said was just what hap-
pened – you just didn’t understand it clearly the first time, or you didn’t remember correctly 
what it said. 
 
Other ways to find God’s will 
Prophecy is not the only way of finding God’s will. We will learn more about these other 
ways in a later class, but in brief, you can also find God’s will through … 
1. Applying the written Word to your situation. 
2. The “voice of the Word” – which is when you’re reading the Word and suddenly some-
thing stands out to you and really speaks to your heart concerning the Lord’s will, or gives 
the answer to a question you had. 
3. Receiving direct revelations in ways other than prophecy, such as dreams, visions, or im-
pressions. 
4. Seeking counsel from others who are strong in faith and knowledge of the Word. 
5. Circumstances that you believe to be engineered by the Lord – also known as “open and 
closed doors.” 
6. Personal concern or conviction. 
7. Specific, predetermined signs received in answer to your prayers. 
When you face an important decision, or one that will affect other people, it’s wise to find 
and confirm God’s will through more than one means. Ask God to use His Word or one or 
more of the other ways listed here to confirm what He’s told you in prophecy. 
Prophecy: Not only for instruction, but also for encouragement 
We have discussed the benefits of prophecy as far as guidance and instruction. Another very 
important benefit we can receive through prophecy is encouragement. It is a very precious 
gift to receive the Lord’s personal words for us. 
Psalm 85:8a – I will hear what God the Lord will speak, for He will speak peace to His people 
and to His saints. 
Psalm 119:50 – This is my comfort in my affliction, for Your Word has given me life. 
Psalm 27:14 – Wait on the Lord; be of good courage, and He shall strengthen your heart; 
wait, I say, on the Lord! 
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It is important to understand that our own decisions and choices, based often on the 
knowledge and wisdom that He gives us (which, of course, are also “gifts of the Spirit”), are 
still very instrumental in our determining God’s will, even after specific prophecies may have 
been received. 
The Lord often leads us one step at a time on the path of His will. 
The Lord apparently knows that it’s best that we don’t always know all the details of the 
future, at least not very often. He usually hides the future from us and makes us take things 
one step at a time. 
2 Corinthians 5:7 – For we walk by faith, not by sight. 
He likes to see us exercise our faith. We learn a lot from following step by step, going along 
on just the little bit at a time that the Lord reveals to us. We follow Him from point “a” to 
point “b,” and then from there we have to make another decision, “Where do we go from 
here?” We desperately pray and ask the Lord and He shows us a little more, how to get from 
point “b” to point “c,” and we then go on and on to the next steps. But the Lord doesn’t usu-
ally show us the whole picture “a” to “z” in advance. 
Depending on our decisions… 
In many ways, the Lord confines Himself to operating within our frame of reference, within 
our circumstances. He does “go along with us” a good deal of the time, and when we decide 
something, He acts or reacts accordingly. 
It’s like He says “Well, you have now decided to do this, so I have promised to do such-and-
such, in light of your decision.” But if we later change our mind and decide to do something 
else so that our previous plans are no longer in effect, then His promises or His instructions 
for our former plans are no longer in effect either. 
Jonah and the story of how prophecies are fulfilled 
Jonah was a prophet of God who lived in ancient Israel hundreds of years before Jesus. God 
told him to go to the city of Nineveh and warn the people that because of their great wick-
edness, within 40 days their city was going to be destroyed. Jonah didn’t even want to obey 
this prophecy at first and tried to run away from God but finally decided to go to Nineveh 
and obey God’s commandment to him to “preach unto it the preaching that I bid 
you” (Jonah 3:2). 
Upon hearing Jonah’s words of coming doom, the people of Nineveh believed God and pro-
claimed a fast throughout the land, dressed in sackcloth, and truly repented. 
Jonah 3:10 – Then God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God re-
lented from the disaster that He had said He would bring upon them, and He did not do it. 
Because the people had repented, God did not (at that time) destroy Nineveh. But Jonah 
didn’t seem to grasp the point of God’s forgiveness. He sat a short distance from the city, 
waiting for God’s judgments to come down. When the judgments did not arrive, he was dis-
mayed. 
Had this been a false prophecy? Why did God say that Nineveh would be destroyed in 40 
days, knowing that it wasn’t going to be? Some people might even say that God lied to 
them. The Word says, 
Romans 3:4 – Let God be true but every man a liar. 
God said it: Nineveh was going to be destroyed in 40 days! According to their circumstances 
at the time, that was what was going to happen. God was just warning them about what was 
actually going to occur; that was what they were headed for. But when Jonah went and 
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out listening to headquarters, with no guidance from the top. 
 
We all need more quiet time with the Lord in rest and refilling, drinking of the living water of 
His Word and fellowshipping with Him in the communion of prayer. It totally renews you 
and completely refreshes you and gives you new vision and fresh inspiration, new strength, 
rest and peace and joy. For ―they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength; they 
shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and 
they shall walk, and not faint.‖(13) 
 
“In all thy ways acknowledge Him” 
Jesus told us that we should always pray. He said, ―Men ought always to pray and not to 
faint.‖(14) He also says, ―Watch and pray,‖(15) and Paul says ―Pray without ceasing.‖(16) 
Prayer is one way the Lord has of keeping us close to Him and in His presence continually, 
constantly dependent upon Him. Prayer is like breathing—just breathing the Holy Spirit all 
the time, being in constant communication with the Lord. 
He says, ―Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not to thine own understanding. In 
all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths.‖(17) This is one of the most 
wonderful verses in the Bible to hang on to, especially when making decisions. We don’t 
have to know all the answers, we don’t have to lean on our own ideas or wisdom; we just 
have to lean on the Lord and His leadings. Whatever you have to do, pray about it. The Lord 
is always right there with you. He says, ―I’ll never leave thee nor forsake thee.‖(18) He’s 
always there. So it’s never God who’s not there; it’s us who are sometimes not always there, 
when we run off someplace else and leave 
Him behind when we forget to pray. He’s promised that if you acknowledge Him, He will 
direct your paths. He says, ―You shall hear a voice behind you, saying, This is the way, walk 
ye in it.‖(19) So ask the Lord about everything before you do it. Make sure it’s what He 
wants you to do. Seek Him about everything—every problem, every decision—and He will 
never fail you or let you down! 
1 Matthew 6:8. 
2 Matthew 7:7–8. 
3 Matthew 7:9–11. 
4 Jeremiah 33:3. 
5 John 15:5. 
6 Philippians 4:13. 
7 Psalm 55:22; 1 Peter 5:7. 
8 Matthew 11:28–30. 
9 1 Samuel 3:10. 
10 1 Kings 19:12. 
11 Psalm 46:10; Isaiah 30:15. 
12 Mark 1:35; Luke 6:12. 
13 Isaiah 40:31. 
14 Luke 18:1. 
15 Matthew 26:41. 
16 1 Thessalonians 5:17. 
17 Proverbs 3:5–6. 
18 Hebrews 13:5. 
19 Isaiah 30:21. 
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Seven Ways to Know God's Will 
David Brandt Berg 
 
        1) The Word 
        2) The voice of the Word 
        3) Direct revelation 
        4) Godly counsel 
        5) Open and closed doors 
        6) Burdens 
        7) Fleeces 
 Every time of testing and trial and sifting is a time of decision. Now how do you make a de-
cision? For a Christian, what is a decision? What are you trying to find? The will of God! So 
the question is: How do you find the will of God? Can you think of any good scriptures on 
the will of God? 
The first one that comes to my mind is, “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto God, which is 
your reasonable service. Be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the re-
newing of your mind, that ye may know what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of 
God” (Romans 12:1–2). 
So what is the first requirement in finding God’s will? Having no will of your 
own. Surrender your will, your body, your mind to the Lord. You say, “I thought you said that 
everybody has free will, free choice?” Sure, up to the point of decision. But as Christians 
you’re supposed to have already made that major decision. What is that? I choose Jesus. 
You’re supposed to have already chosen to surrender your will to Jesus Christ and let Him 
make the decisions. 
  
        He knows, He loves, He cares, 
        Nothing His truth can dim. 
        He gives His very best to those 
        Who leave the choice with Him.*1+ 
  
That may not be a scripture, but it’s scriptural—one of my favorite little poems. “He knows, 
He loves, He cares”—do you believe that? “Nothing His truth can dim”—is that true?  
“He gives his very best to those who leave the choice with Him.” If you’re His child and 
you’re letting Him do the choosing, what’s He going to choose for you? He’s going to choose 
that which is the best for you, which will make you happy, right?  But you say, “Yes, but my 
will is surrendered to God. I have yielded my life to the Lord. I am trusting the Lord, but I still 
haven’t been able to find His will. I’m still confused. I can’t even understand the problem, 
much less the answer!” 
If you don’t know where to go or how to do it, just get out and start and He’ll lead you. The 
boat has to be in motion before the rudder can take effect. How do you find the will of God? 
What’s the first requirement, according to that scripture? That scripture includes three 
things: Surrender your body, surrender your mind, and obviously, your will. When these are 
all utterly surrendered to God, God may make you wait a little while sometimes, to find out. 
But you’ll keep busy while you’re waiting! 
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It’s a bit like when the Lord told His disciples that Lazarus’ sickness was “not unto death.” He 
later said that Lazarus was sleeping, and eventually He told them “Lazarus is dead.” This 
might have seemed a bit contradictory to them. His disciples could have asked how Jesus 
could say the sickness was not unto death, yet Lazarus was dead; in fact, he was in the grave 
for four days! Yet Jesus eventually raised him from the dead, so even though the disciples 
didn’t understand it at the time, they eventually did, after Lazarus was raised up. They could 
have accused Jesus of giving false or inaccurate statements at the time He made them, but 
because they had faith in the Words that He had spoken, they could trust what He said even 
though they didn’t understand it: 
John 11:1-15 – Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the town of Mary and her 
sister Martha. (2) It was that Mary who anointed the Lord with fragrant oil and wiped His 
feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick. (3) Therefore the sisters sent to Him, say-
ing, “Lord, behold, he whom You love is sick.” (4) When Jesus heard that, He said, “This sick-
ness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through 
it.” (5) Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. (6) So, when He heard that he 
was sick, He stayed two more days in the place where He was. (7) Then after this He said to 
the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” (8) The disciples said to Him, “Rabbi, lately the Jews 
sought to stone You, and are You going there again?” (9) Jesus answered, “Are there not 
twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees 
the light of this world. (10) “But if one walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is 
not in him.” (11) These things He said, and after that He said to them, “Our friend Lazarus 
sleeps, but I go that I may wake him up.” (12) Then His disciples said, “Lord, if he sleeps he 
will get well.” (13) However, Jesus spoke of his death, but they thought that He was speaking 
about taking rest in sleep. (14) Then Jesus said to them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. (15) And I 
am glad for your sakes that I was not there, that you may believe. Nevertheless let us go to 
him.” 
Review 
Keys to interpreting prophecy: the gifts of wisdom, understanding, and discernment. Seek 
the counsel of others. Be guided by the Word. Be open to the Lord. 
When you do not understand, wrap it up in a bundle of faith! 
Section 4: Prophecy in Perspective 
Is prophecy infallible? What if a prophecy does not come true? 
Sometimes things do not seem to work out as it seems God said in prophecy. Was the proph-
ecy really inspired by God in the first place? There are a few points to understand. 
Prophecies can “fail.” 
1 Corinthians 13:8-9 – Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; 
whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 
(9) For we know in part and we prophesy in part. 
Even though prophecy is a wonderful means by which the Lord speaks to us and encourages 
us, it is not necessarily a “written in stone” unalterable means of discerning God’s will. 
Just because you or someone else receives a prophecy that indicates something will happen 
or should be this or that way, we shouldn’t get locked into taking it as, “Thus saith the Lord, 
this is how it will be, this is exactly how it will happen,” or “This is exactly what you must 
do!” 
The future is somewhat dependent on the choices that we and others make. 
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understanding. Let the Word be the standard by which you measure and interpret the 
prophecies you receive. 
Psalm 119:105 – Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
Be open to the Lord 
Another major factor in interpreting prophecy is the need to be open to all the Lord may be 
saying. To understand what the Lord is telling you in a prophecy, faith, yieldedness, and hu-
mility are the keys. 
Pray with an open heart and be earnest in your desire to hear the Lord clearly. 
Receive His Words with praise and thanksgiving. 
Ask the Lord to clear your mind of your own thoughts. 
Be yielded to what He shows you. 
Believe that what you receive is from Him. 
Have the faith to act upon it. 
We shouldn’t interpret prophecy according to what we want it to say. 
- Nor should we be pulled by our desires or preconceived ideas. 
In order to understand and accept the Words the Lord gives, we must be of a believing heart 
and an open mind and of pure intentions. If you already have your mind made up about the 
matter, it will be difficult to be open to what the Lord may be trying to show you through 
prophecy. 
Prophecy cannot be interpreted just by using carnal reasoning, logic, or analytical study. 
It requires the wisdom of God and the leading and the discernment of God’s Spirit. We can-
not just assume in our own pride that we know what the Lord is saying. 
Proverbs 3:5-6 – Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understand-
ing; (6) In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths. 
2 Peter 1:20 – Knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpreta-
tion. 
When you do not understand 
Isaiah 55:9 – For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your 
ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts. 
We don’t always understand what the Lord is telling us. Some of what He says might be very 
clear; some might be shrouded in mystery. Sometimes part of what He tells us might be for 
now; sometimes it might be for the future. 
Even prophets like Daniel and Ezekiel did not always understand what the Lord gave to 
them. 
Daniel 12:8a – Although I heard, I did not understand. 
Ezekiel 3:14-15 – So the Spirit lifted me up and took me away, and I went in bitterness, in the 
heat of my spirit; but the hand of the Lord was strong upon me. (15) Then I came to the cap-
tives at Tel Abib, who dwelt by the River Chebar; and I sat where they sat, and remained 
there astonished among them seven days. 
Wrap it up in a “bundle of faith. 
Don’t be worried if you cannot always interpret everything that the Lord gives. The Lord may 
reveal His meaning to you at a later time. If you don’t understand something, wrap it up in a 
“bundle of faith” and put it on the shelf. Trust the Lord that He will show it to you in His own 
time. 
The Story of Lazarus – and how the Lord’s meaning is not always clear 
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I never in my life, God help me, just sat around waiting on God—not for long, that’s for sure. 
We may stand around here for a few minutes waiting for God to speak, but I never sat 
around for weeks and months on end. God isn’t that slow! He doesn’t have that hard a time 
telling me what to do. Thank God, I’m not that deaf that I don’t know when He speaks, and 
have that hard a time hearing Him and finding out what He wants me to do. 
So finding God’s will is not just sitting around doing nothing. Keep busy, stay active! 
“Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might” (Ecclesiastes 9:10). The trouble 
with some people is that they don’t find anything to do because they’re not even looking. In 
fact, they’ve got their eyes shut and they’re sound asleep and they don’t want to see any-
thing to do. 
How to find the will of God? Utter abandonment, utter yieldedness to God—utter yield-
edness of the mind, utter yieldedness of the body, utter yieldedness of your own will. Then 
you’ll know. You won’t have long to wait when you really have no desires of your own.  
 
The seven ways to know the will of God, seven ways to find the will of God:                                                               
Number one—by the Word of God. This is the known, sure, absolute, revealed will of God. 
This you don’t have to doubt at all. This is it! If God never tells you another thing, if you just 
work according to the Bible, you’ll get along great. If you never get a revelation, if you never 
hear a voice, if you never hear a tongue, if you never get a prophecy, if you never have 
knowledge, if you never have wisdom, if you never have discernment, if you never have heal-
ing, if you never have miracles, if you’ll just operate according to this Word of God, you’ll 
accomplish a whole lot. And you’ll probably get all the rest in the bargain, while you’re at it. 
 
Number two—by  the voice of His Word. What is the voice of His Word? Have you ever had 
Him speak directly to you with the voice of His Word? You’re reading a passage and all of a 
sudden some verse or word just—pow!—hits you like that between the eyes. “Wow! That’s 
for me. That’s the answer.” It was so loud that God couldn’t have spoken any more emphati-
cally if He’d yelled it out or screamed it in your ear. The voice of His Word speaking through 
the Word. It may have been written for somebody 6,000 years ago, and yet, all of a sudden, 
it hits you personally, between the eyes. The Holy Spirit grabbed ahold of that arrow and 
pulled back His bow and whang!—it cut you to the heart. The voice of His Word! “Bless the 
Lord, ye His angels, that excel in strength, that do His commandments, hearkening unto 
the voice of His Word” (Psalm 103:20). 
 
Number three—A direct revelation—a dream, vision, voice, message, prophecy, interpreta-
tion. Sometimes He speaks through one particular verse, just to you personally, by His Spirit. 
Sometimes He speaks to you directly, even outside of this book. I've found He usually uses 
scripture. Whenever I ask God for an answer to a problem, I seldom ever have God fail to 
give me a scripture that He’s already got in here some place. 
 
What more can He say, than to you He hath said? 
To you who for refuge to Jesus have fled. 
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith, in His excellent Word.*2+ 
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 Some of you don’t appreciate the Bible as you should. You’ve got to have it all spoon-fed. 
You don’t know how to dig it out for yourself—the strong meat of the Word. Some things 
you’ve got to work for. “Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). Be sure that direct 
revelation does not contradict but is in line with the Word of God. You have to measure it. 
“Try the spirits” (1 John 4:1). Make sure it is according to His Word, direct revelation from 
God Himself. 
 
Number four—in the multitude of counselors there is safety (Proverbs 11:14). Godly coun-
selors, number four. His Word through godly counselors—those who not only claim to be-
lieve the Bible, but whom you see are really practicing it the way you know it ought to be 
done.—Those who not only are hearers of the Word, but doers also (James 1:22). If I wanted 
to know how to play the piano, I wouldn’t go to business college. I’d go to a pianist who 
knows how to play. If I wanted to know how to cook, I wouldn’t go to a stenographer—I’d go 
to somebody who knows how to cook, whose meals I’ve enjoyed. Godly counselors that bear 
fruit and produce the goods and you know they mean business. 
I don’t say that these have to be in this exact order. God may speak to you out loud first, and 
then you may confirm it with the Word. You may hear the voice of His Word next, and then 
search the rest of the Scripture and see what He generally has to say about the subject. 
 
Number five—Circumstances. A very poor judge of the will of God, but sometimes an indica-
tion. Some people have called this open and closed doors. Which way does God seem to be 
leading? Where do you have open doors of service? Where have you got a possibility of a 
job? Which direction does it seem that God is providing the way and the means? That’s one 
way to find out—the circumstances and the conditions, the open and shut doors. 
What would you take next? To know what God’s will isn’t? That’s a pretty good point, but a 
hard way to find out. I’d make that number eight, while I’ve just boiled this down to seven. 
But if you can’t find the will of God, go ahead and do something. You will soon find out 
whether it is or is not! As the old lady said, “I may not know what unction is, but I sure know 
when it isn’t!” 
 
Number six—the witness of the Spirit; burdens, some people call it. It’s kind of a feeling; I 
don’t like to go by feeling, but that may be one of the indications. Sometimes it can be 
wrong. It can be the wrong feeling from the wrong spirit. But if it’s of the Spirit of God, you’ll 
have an inner conviction—the witness of the Spirit. In your heart you feel you just have faith. 
You’ll just know that’s the will of God. You have conviction that that’s what you are sup-
posed to do. That still small voice in your heart—maybe not out loud, not an audible, visible 
sign of some kind, but that still small voice in your heart—that inner conviction (1 Kings 
19:12). The warning of the Holy Spirit or the checking of the Holy Spirit: “Stop, don’t do it! 
Watch out!” Sometimes the Holy Spirit screams so loud in your heart, you don’t hear a thing 
with these ears, but you know what He means. 
 
Number seven—Fleeces. Sometimes you can specify the kind of revelation you want, and 
this we call a fleece. Gideon laid one out and said, “Now Lord, if the fleece is wet and the 
ground’s dry, then I know it’s You talking to me.” But then he wanted to make doubly sure. 
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There are many reasons to ask the Lord to speak to us in prophecy. Some of these include a 
need for encouragement, direction, instruction, help in decision-making, insight into prob-
lems, finding the Lord’s will in a matter, etc. 
Once the Lord has spoken on a matter, we must prayerfully look at what He has said and 
determine what instruction or answer He is giving us. To do this, we must interpret the 
prophecy; we must find the meaning of what He has said to us. 
In order to fully benefit from the gift of prophecy, we must learn to properly interpret the 
prophecy, as it doesn’t help much to get a message from the Lord if you don’t understand 
the meaning of what He’s telling you! 
The gifts of wisdom, understanding, and discernment 
There are a number of factors for properly interpreting prophecy. The gifts of wisdom, un-
derstanding, and discernment help us to interpret. These are spiritual gifts, which can be 
prayed for. 
Daniel 8:15 – Then it happened, when I, Daniel, had seen the vision and was seeking the 
meaning, that suddenly there stood before me one having the appearance of a man. 
Daniel prayed for understanding when he had seen a vision and “sought for the meaning.” 
The Hebrew word translated in that verse as “meaning” is generally translated throughout 
the Old Testament as “understanding,” so he sought for understanding of the vision, which 
we must often do with prophecy as well. 
Seek the counsel of others 
Prayerful counsel with faithful and wise fellow-believers will help you determine exactly 
what the Lord has told you in prophecy. The Lord doesn’t necessarily give any one person 
the full interpretation to every prophecy. Counsel in these matters is so important, because 
sometimes what may be very unclear to you might be very clear to someone else, through 
the discernment the Lord has given them. 
1 Corinthians 14:29 – Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others judge. 
Proverbs 11:14 – Where there is no counsel, the people fall; but in the multitude of counse-
lors there is safety. 
Proverbs 15:22 – Without counsel, plans go awry, but in the multitude of counselors they 
are established. 
Proverbs 19:20-21 – Listen to counsel and receive instruction, that you may be wise in your 
latter days. (21) There are many plans in a man’s heart, nevertheless the Lord’s counsel – 
that will stand. 
Proverbs 27:9 – Ointment and perfume delight the heart, and the sweetness of a man’s 
friend gives delight by hearty counsel. 
Choose the right counselors! 
A godly counselor is someone who loves the Lord, and whose life shows the good fruit of 
living close to Him. If you want to learn how to play the piano you wouldn’t go to business 
college; you’d go to a pianist who knows how to play well. If you want to learn how to cook 
you wouldn’t go to a computer technician, but to somebody who knows how to cook, whose 
meals you’ve enjoyed. So godly counselors are people whom you can trust because they 
bear good spiritual fruit. 
Be guided by the Word 
A prophecy should be interpreted in light of the Word. As mentioned earlier, true prophecy 
should not contradict the recorded Word of God in the Bible, but it may fill in gaps in our 
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2 Timothy 1:7 – For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a 
sound mind. 
1 John 4:18a – There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves 
torment. 
Does it provide helpful instruction? 
Proverbs 9:9 – Give instruction Wto a wise man, and he will be still wiser; teach a just man, 
and he will increase in learning. 
Warnings about false prophecy 
We’ve talked about being able to judge whether the things you personally are receiving are 
from the Lord or not. What about other people? How can you tell if somebody is a true 
prophet of God? The same criteria apply (as explained above), and here are a few additional 
points to ponder: 
A false prophet leads you away from God. 
Deuteronomy 13:1-3 – If there arises among you a prophet or a dreamer of dreams, and he 
gives you a sign or a wonder, (2) and the sign or the wonder comes to pass, of which he 
spoke to you, saying, “Let us go after other gods” – which you have not known – “and let us 
serve them,” (3) you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams, 
for the Lord your God is testing you to know whether you love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul. 
A false prophet will not lift up Jesus as the only begotten Son of God 
1 John 4:1-2 – Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of 
God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. (2) By this you know the 
Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God. 
False prophets claim greatness for themselves; some even claim to be the Messiah 
Matthew 24:4-5,11 – And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one de-
ceives you. (5) For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive 
many. …(11) Then many false prophets will rise up and deceive many.” 
A false prophet may perform “great signs,” but not by the Lord’s power. 
Matthew 24:23-24 – Then if anyone says to you, “Look, here is the Christ!” or “There!” do 
not believe it. (24) For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great signs and 
wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 
Review 
Judging prophecy is the act of discerning if a prophecy was given by the Spirit of God. 
Interpreting prophecy is the act of coming to an understanding of what a prophecy means. 
How can you tell if a prophecy is truly inspired by God? – “The voice that tells me to do 
something good”; Jesus told us, judge by their fruits. 
How to tell the difference between a prophecy from God and one that is not: 
Is it in harmony with the Bible? Is it helpful? Does it bring peace and unity with your fellow-
believers? Does it bring humility and not pride? Does it encourage you? Does it bring faith to 
your heart? Does it provide helpful instruction? 
Warnings about false prophecy: A false prophet leads you away from God; a false prophet 
will not lift up Jesus as the only begotten Son of God. False prophets claim greatness for 
themselves. A false prophet may perform “great signs,” but not by the Lord’s power. 
Section 3: Interpreting Prophecy 
Interpreting prophecy 
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He said, “Lord, if the fleece is dry and the ground is wet, I’ll believe it.” And it came that way. 
(See Judges 6:36–40.) You say, “Now Lord, if You’ll do so-and-so”—as I did when I walked in 
here: I said, “Now Lord, if I open up right to that passage, then I know that’s what they 
need, and that’s what I’m going to give them.” I like to get a sign from the Lord that I’m on 
the right track. That’s one way to find the will of God—ask for a sign, for a fleece, some indi-
cation. 
How to find the will of God? Surrender your bodies as a living sacrifice, that ye may know 
what is that good and acceptable will of God. Be not conformed to this world and its sys-
tems and its usual way of doing things, but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind—not the old way, if you’re going to accomplish anything (Romans 12:1–2). “That ye 
may know”—you’ll know. There’ll be no doubt about it. If you do something without know-
ing it’s God’s will, it’s sin. “For whatsoever is not of faith is sin” (Romans 14:23). “When in 
doubt, don’t.” That’s scriptural! “For he that doubteth is damned if he eat” (Romans 14:23). 
That means he’s judged, not lost. He’s punished because he went ahead and did something 
he wasn’t sure was the will of God.—Without knowing he was right. Know you’re right, then 
go ahead. Nothing short of right is right. For “the double-minded man is unstable in all his 
ways, like the waves of the sea when they cannot rest. Think not that that man shall receive 
anything from the Lord” (James 1:6–8). Choose ye this day whom ye shall serve: If God be 
God, then serve Him. As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord (1 Kings 18:21; Joshua 
24:15). 
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PART TWO: 
In the first two, “introductory letters” the author talked a lot about lis-
tening to the Lord’s still small voice. From this point on we will be refer-
ring to this practice as “prophecy” or “hearing from the Lord in prophe-
cy” or  on the flip side “the Lord speaking to us in prophecy”. The re-
mainder of this training manual will be concentrating on this essential 
skill.  
 
As the world moves deeper into the end time the ability to hear the 
Lord’s voice clearly and specifically will be paramount to operating 
within a system that will be very different to your present world view.  
For example; just 50 years ago there was no such thing as a desktop 
computer, all phones were land-lines, man had just landed on the 
moon. In just a few short years technology has taken a quantum leap. 
Micro chipping humans, robots, drones that kill, monster storms, volca-
noes, earthquakes, the world uniting under a One World cashless econ-
omy. In fact to even short list the already fulfilled or soon to be fulfilled 
“signs of the times” spoken of in the books of Daniel, Matthew, Luke, 
Thessalonians, Revelations and others would take the rest of this book.  
 
However this training manual is not and end time study it is about 
preparation for the immediate future. Rather than explain the tremen-
dous benefits of this gift in this introduction let’s move ahead now to 
the training itself. I pray this manual  will be a blessing to you and your 
family. God Bless you.   
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How can you tell? How are you going to know what to do when the Devil comes and tells you 
to do something bad? How are you going to know the difference between the voice of God 
and the voice of the Devil?” 
The little boy had a very simple answer. He said, “If the voice tells me to do something bad, 
I’ll know it’s the Devil! If it tells me to do something good, I’ll know it’s God!” 
It’s that simple! If you love the Lord, what you receive from Him is good and ministers faith, 
joy, hope, love, and praise. 
Jesus told us to judge prophecies by their fruit 
Jesus gave the basic criteria for judging a prophet or a prophecy when He told us to look at 
the fruits: 
Matthew 7:15-20 – Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but in-
wardly they are ravenous wolves. (16) You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather 
grapes from thorn bushes or figs from thistles? (17) Even so, every good tree bears good 
fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. (18) A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad 
tree bear good fruit. (19) Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. (20) Therefore by their fruits you will know them. 
How to tell the difference between a prophecy that is from God and one that is not 
To judge a prophecy, check these points: 
Is it in harmony with the Bible? 
It should not contradict the written recorded Word of God, though it may fill in “gaps” in our 
understanding. Is it according to the written Word in the Bible? The Word is the measure-
ment, the standard by which prophecy should be judged. 
Isaiah 8:20b – If they do not speak according to this word, it is because there is no light in 
them. 
You can recommend they read page 53 of Hearing from Heaven for more on judging prophe-
cy. 
Is it helpful? 
Does it motivate you to do good? Does it encourage you to follow God’s way? What are its 
fruits? 
Matthew 7:20 – Therefore by their fruits you will know them. 
Galatians 5:22-23 – But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, (23) gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 
Does it bring peace and unity with your fellow-believers? 
A godly prophecy usually flows with and confirms what God has already said. It brings unity 
and peace, never confusion. 
1 Corinthians 14:33 – For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the 
churches of the saints. 
Does it result in humility? It should not lift you up in pride. 
1 Corinthians 1:29 – That no flesh should glory in His presence. 
? You can read pages 51-52 of Hearing from Heaven for more on this. 
Does it encourage you? It should not condemn you or others. 
Revelations 12:10b – Now salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the 
power of His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before 
our God day and night, has been cast down. 
Does it bring faith to your heart? It should not bring fear. 
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Look at the map 
Taking time to hear from the Lord about your direction is like using a map in order to find 
the easiest, safest, and smoothest route to your destination. But you can’t look at the map 
while you go speeding down the road. You’ve got to stop and study the map, just like you 
have to stop and get quiet and listen in order to have close communion with the Lord and 
get your directions from Him. 
Have an open heart 
Ask the Lord to help you have an open mind and heart, to be ready to accept whatever He 
gives, even if it is not what you were expecting, or completely to your liking, or you don’t 
understand it fully. 
Carefully word your questions 
The answers you receive will depend on the questions you ask. Be sure it is clear in your 
mind what you are asking the Lord, so that when you get the answer, you’ll know what He is 
referring to. Sometimes it helps to write out your question. 
More tips! 
Be sure to study over Hearing from Heaven (Get Activated! booklet) for more keys. The 
chapters “Basic Operating Instructions” and “General Maintenance” are very useful. 
* God speaks at any time 
Many of us find that we occasionally wake up in the night, unable to sleep. During such 
sleepless hours, it is a good time to pray and think about the Lord and commune with Him 
within your heart. 
Section 2: Judging Prophecies 
Two terms to understand: 
Judging prophecy is the act of discerning if a prophecy was given by the Spirit of God. 
Interpreting prophecy is the act of coming to an understanding of what a prophecy means, 
and knowing how to apply it. 
How can you tell if a prophecy is truly inspired by God? 
Over the centuries, many people have claimed to hear from God. In some cases, their lives 
bore good testimony through their deeds of love and righteousness. But in other cases, the 
fruit it bore in their lives or their subsequent actions makes you wonder, were they really 
being inspired by God, or were the ideas their own, or even worse, were they deceived by 
the Devil? 
Perhaps you too are wondering how you can know whether a prophecy you receive is from 
God, whether you’ve received it directly through your own prayers or through another 
source. 
Or perhaps you have prayed and it seems the Lord has given you His Words, but you do not 
understand how to apply what He has said or even what He means. 
We’ll look at these questions now. It is our prayer that the guidance we share and our own 
experiences in hearing from the Lord will be a help to you. 
The voice that tells me to do something good 
Prophecy is one of the ways that you can find the will of God, one of the ways that He can 
speak to you. But how can you tell if what you have received is really from the Lord? Let’s 
take a look at this question. 
There’s a story told of a young boy who accepted the Lord. The old elders of the church 
seemed skeptical about his conversion and asked him, “How do you know you’re saved? 
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How to Receive Prophecy 

What Is Prophecy? 
Prayer includes listening to God 
Prayer is not meant to be a one-way conversation with the Lord in which you do all the talk-
ing! Your relationship with the Lord should also include listening to Him. Prayer is commun-
ion with the Lord, directly conversing with the Lord. You come to Him with quietness and 
respect and you sincerely present your petition, and you wait silently to get the answer. If 
you really want to hear Him, He’ll talk to you. 
1 Samuel 3:9-10 – Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and it shall be, if He calls you, that you 
must say, ‘Speak, Lord, for Your servant hears.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
(10) Now the Lord came and stood and called as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And 
Samuel answered, “Speak, for Your servant hears.” 
Numbers 9:8 – And Moses said to them, “Stand still, that I may hear what the Lord will com-
mand concerning you.” 
Psalm 4:4b – Meditate within your heart on your bed, and be still. 
Psalm 46:10a – Be still, and know that I am God. 
When God speaks… 
When the Lord speaks and gives a message through one of His people, we refer to such in-
spired utterances as “prophecy.” Throughout the Bible the Lord spoke to His people this 
way, inspiring His prophets to give His words and messages. 
In both the Old and New Testaments, God tells us that in the days prior to Jesus’ Second 
Coming, a period known in the Scriptures as the “Time of the End,” or the “Last Days,” He is 
going to pour out His Spirit in a special way, anointing many of His servants to prophesy. He 
says, 
Acts 2:17-18 (also Joel 2:28-39) – And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, that I 
will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your 
young men shall see visions, your old men shall dream dreams. (18) And on My menservants 
and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; and they shall prophesy. 
Prophecy: One of the gifts of the Spirit 
When we ask the Lord to fill us with His Holy Spirit, we can then receive what the Bible calls 
the “gifts of the Spirit.” These are special spiritual gifts from our Heavenly Father to 
strengthen and assist us in many different ways. The gift of prophecy is included among the 
nine basic gifts listed in 1 Corinthians 12: 
1 Corinthians 12:4,10-11 – There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. … (10) to anoth-
er prophecy … (11) But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each 
one individually as He wills. 
These are gifts from a loving Heavenly Father to His children to help communicate under-
standing of Himself and His Will. 
In the Old Testament, only certain kings and prophets and leaders received the Holy Spirit 
and the whole burden of leadership fell on them. But when the New Testament age 
dawned, on the Day of Pentecost, God completely threw out the old system of making be-
lievers so totally dependent on human leadership for their guidance, and He made every 
single individual Christian responsible, directly, to His Own Holy Spirit. 
Everyone can have just as much of the Holy Spirit as they want or can take, and should be 
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led individually of the Lord. The Lord did this to prepare the Church (His followers) for an age 
when it was going to have to survive a lot of persecution and its members would need to be 
individually led by Him. 
The desirable gift 
The Bible also tells us that the gift of prophecy in particular should be desired and sought by 
God’s people. In other Bible passages we are encouraged to desire this spiritual gift, and to 
let God speak to us and through us via prophecy. 
1 Corinthians 14:1,5,39 – Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may 
prophesy. (5) I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for he 
who prophesies is greater than he who speaks with tongues, unless indeed he interprets, 
that the Church may receive edification. (39) Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to proph-
esy, and do not forbid to speak with tongues. 
Forthtelling 
Many people think of “prophecy” as predicting the future, but this is not always the case. 
The word “prophecy” is taken from a Greek word propheteia that means “the speaking forth 
of the mind and counsel of God.” 
Prophets do a lot of foretelling under the inspiration of God’s Spirit. But a further meaning 
of prophecy is to speak under divine inspiration, to forthtell the Words of God – to simply 
give God’s Word, whatever it may be, whenever it may be, at any time, at any place, to any 
people, whenever it is God’s will. 
About Prophecy in the Bible 
Let’s look at some of the ways God has used the gift of prophecy to speak to His people 
through history. 
Prophecy comes from God 
2 Peter 1:21 – For prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as 
they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 
Acts 3:21 – God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world began. 
Hosea 12:10 – I have also spoken by the prophets, and have multiplied visions; I have given 
symbols through the witness of the prophets. 
Romans 12:6 – Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use 
them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith. 
Prophecy and prophets in the Old Testament 
In the days of Moses 70 elders prophesied 
Numbers 11:24-30 – So Moses went out and told the people the Words of the Lord, and he 
gathered the seventy men of the elders of the people and placed them around the tabernac-
le. (25) Then the Lord came down in the cloud, and spoke to him, and took of the Spirit that 
was upon him, and placed the same upon the seventy elders; and it happened, when the 
Spirit rested upon them, that they prophesied, although they never did so again. (26) But 
two men had remained in the camp: the name of one was Eldad, and the name of the other 
Medad. And the Spirit rested upon them. Now they were among those listed, but who had 
not gone out to the tabernacle; yet they prophesied in the camp. (27) And a young man ran 
and told Moses, and said, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.” (28) So Joshua 
the son of Nun, Moses’ assistant, one of his choice men, answered and said, “Moses my 
lord, forbid them!” (29) Then Moses said to him, “Are you zealous for my sake? Oh, that all 
the Lord’s people were prophets and that the Lord would put His Spirit upon them!” (30) 
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you might need to hear from the Lord about it. 
Example 2: The Cookie Story 
By Aaron 
It was near Christmastime in Belgium. We had a few orphanages that we were bringing sup-
plies to. We wanted to bring cookies and snacks for the children but didn’t have the money 
to buy them, so we prayed asking Jesus to show us what to do and what He would do to sup-
ply this need. In prophecy He told us to follow the first truck that we would see and that that 
would lead us to where we needed to go. 
We opened our eyes and looked. A truck pulled up right in front of our car. We started the 
engine and we followed by faith, having no idea what the truck did or where it went or any-
thing. We followed it and followed it for about 20 minutes around different areas of town 
until it finally arrived in front of a factory. 
By faith we went into the factory, and lo and behold, it was a cookie factory! When we asked 
to see the director and told him why we came, he immediately said, “Who told you to come 
here?” 
We said, “Well, we prayed and we asked the Lord to direct our path and He told us to follow 
the first truck we saw.” He was in shock. 
He said, “This is a miracle! Saint Nicholas’ Day is past and I have about 50 boxes of cookies 
from the holiday that I don’t know what to do with and it’s my pleasure to be able to give 
them to you.” – And off we went with a car loaded down with boxes and boxes of cookies for 
our Christmas gift to the orphans and other needy families in Belgium. 
How wonderful to have the Lord’s help! 
It’s often the case that when things seem difficult and muddled and we can’t seem to find 
any kind of solution, or when things look complicated, if we’ll just go to the Lord and desper-
ately seek Him, He gives us the simplest answer. We may look at it in amazement and say, 
“Why in the world didn’t I ever see that? Of course I should have seen that! – How dumb of 
me!” 
The Lord often allows this to happen just to show that no matter how clear things should be, 
if we don’t seek Him for the answers, and if we try to do things in the “arm of the flesh,” 
which means without relying on His help, we can’t really do anything. 
John 15:5 – I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears 
much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 
Keys for hearing from the Lord 
We’ve established that prophecy is helpful. It’s encouraging. It’s a gift that we want to have 
and use. Now let’s look at some keys for receiving prophecies: 
Earnest desire 
Psalm 119:2 – Blessed are those who keep His testimonies, who seek Him with the whole 
heart! 
Jeremiah 29:13 – And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your 
heart. 
If you’re seeking with your whole heart and are asking Him, He’ll answer! 
Concentration 
As we discussed in our earlier classes on prayer, concentration is important. Try to focus on 
the Lord and clear your mind from other thoughts. 
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Prophecy In Action 

Introduction 
Make Cars!  
What would happen if you’d take a large number of unskilled laborers, suddenly place them 
in an automobile factory, and say: “Make cars!” Without training, experience, guidance, or 
instructions this would be impossible! It would be nothing but chaos, every man with his 
own ideas, going his own way and doing his own thing, and you’d probably end up with a 
crazy contraption. It might even be a very elaborate, intricate, and complicated machine, but 
without coordination, purpose, or guidance, it would get nowhere. 
But if you would tell these factory workers: “Now, see here! You don’t know anything and 
you never made a car before, but if you’ll just listen to the instructions from our central 
computer through your earphones on your little radio sets, each one of you will know exact-
ly what to do and when and how to do it! Just listen and obey instructions!” – And they 
might actually be able to make a car with a little time, patience, and experience! – For the 
computer knows how! 
But if the workers decided they didn’t need the computer, they’d rather figure it out for 
themselves, and they turned off their radios and laid aside their headsets, because they 
were so busy and didn’t want to be bothered with having to listen, they would soon have 
nothing but confusion, frustration, and failure. 
To consider: Have you been going to the Lord for His instructions? Have you heard from the 
Lord since your last class? 
Prophecy Pointers 
Why get prophecies? 
Prophecy gives you guidance for specific questions. 
Psalm 73:24a – You will guide me with Your counsel. 
Psalm 143:10 – Teach me to do Your will, for You are my God; your Spirit is good. Lead me in 
the land of uprightness. 
You should let the principles in the written Word of God guide you as much as you can, but 
there are things that the written Word doesn’t tell us about some situations that we need to 
know specifics about. The printed Word gives you the fundamentals, the basics, but often 
the Lord wants to give you specifics for your particular situation through speaking to you 
directly in prophecy. 
If possible, share some examples of when you have needed and received the Lord’s guid-
ance for a specific question. In addition, you may like to read either of the following exam-
ples. 
Examples of prophecy giving specific guidance 
Example 1: Witnessing 
We know from the Word that we’re supposed witness (share our faith). 
Mark 16:15 – And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every 
creature.” 
But to whom are you supposed to witness? Where should you witness? Should you give out 
literature? Should you try to talk to strangers on the street or should you knock on people’s 
doors or should you talk just to your colleagues and relatives? There is a whole range of 
ways to fulfill what Jesus told us about witnessing. But to find God’s specific plan for you, 
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And Moses returned to the camp, both he and the elders of Israel. 
Elijah was the main prophet, but there were at least 100 others: 
1 Kings 18:1,3-4 – And it came to pass after many days that the word of the Lord came to 
Elijah, in the third year, saying, “Go, present yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the 
earth.” (3) And Ahab had called Obadiah, who was in charge of his house. (Now Obadiah 
feared the Lord greatly. (4) For so it was, while Jezebel massacred the prophets of the Lord, 
that Obadiah had taken one hundred prophets and hidden them, fifty to a cave, and had fed 
them with bread and water.) 
Elisha’s schools for prophets 
(Elisha trained a group of prophets called “the sons of the prophets”) 
2 Kings 2:3,5 – Now the sons of the prophets who were at Bethel came out to Elisha. … (5) 
Now the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho came to Elisha. 
2 Kings 4:38 – And Elisha returned to Gilgal, and there was a famine in the land. Now the 
sons of the prophets were sitting before him. 
2 Kings 6:1 – And the sons of the prophets said to Elisha, “See now, the place where we 
dwell with you is too small for us.” 
 
Samuel’s group of prophets 
1 Samuel 19:20 – Then Saul sent messengers to take David. And when they saw the group of 
prophets prophesying, and Samuel standing as leader over them, the Spirit of God came 
upon the messengers of Saul, and they also prophesied. 
The Early Church and the gift of prophecy 
It is very interesting to study over the experience of the Early Church and how they not only 
got their directions from the written, recorded Word of God, but also relied on the gift of 
prophesy. Here are just a few examples of the first Christians’ reliance on the Living Word 
(received through prophecy): 
Acts 11:27-30 – And in these days prophets came from Jerusalem to Antioch. (28) Then one 
of them, named Agabus, stood up and showed by the Spirit that there was going to be a 
great famine throughout all the world, which also happened in the days of Claudius Caesar. 
(29) Then the disciples, each according to his ability, determined to send relief to the breth-
ren dwelling in Judea. (30) This they also did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of Barna-
bas and Saul. 
Acts 13:1-3 – Now in the church that was at Antioch there were certain prophets and teach-
ers: Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen who had been 
brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. (2) As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, 
the Holy Spirit said, “Now separate to Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have 
called them.” (3) Then, having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them 
away. 
Acts 19:6 – And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and 
they spoke with tongues and prophesied. 
Acts 21:8-9 – On the next day we who were Paul’s companions departed and came to Caesa-
rea, and entered the house of Philip the evangelist, who was one of the seven, and stayed 
with him. (9) Now this man had four virgin daughters who prophesied. 
Acts 21:10-14 – And as we stayed many days, a certain prophet named Agabus came down 
from Judea.(11) When he had come to us, he took Paul’s belt, bound his own hands and 
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feet, and said, “Thus says the Holy Spirit, ‘So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man who 
owns this belt, and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles.’” (12) Now when we heard 
these things, both we and those from that place pleaded with him not to go up to Jerusalem. 
(13) Then Paul answered, “What do you mean by weeping and breaking my heart? For I am 
ready not only to be bound, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Je-
sus.” (14) So when he would not be persuaded, we ceased, saying, “The will of the Lord be 
done.” 
The gift of prophecy was a respected ministry in the Early Church 
1 Corinthians 12:28 – And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, 
varieties of tongues. 
1 Thessalonians 5:20 – Do not despise prophecies. 
Romans 12:6 – Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use 
them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith. 
You can hear from Heaven too! 
Reading about some of the times God has spoken to His children in the past, as well as be-
coming familiar with His many promises to speak to you, will strengthen your faith that you, 
too, can hear from Heaven! 
God Speaks Today 
Why the Living Word is needed 
We have a permanent, written record of God’s unchangeable Words in the Bible, but God is 
still speaking today, through prophecies, visions, and signs. These current messages from the 
Lord are His “Living Word.” 
You may ask, “Why isn’t reading the Bible enough? Why can’t we just get our answers from 
the recorded, printed Word?” 
Yes, you should get as many answers from the recorded Word as you can, but where the 
printed Word doesn’t go far enough to answer your specific needs, the Lord has given His 
Word through prophecy as a further way of finding His direction. The written Word gives 
you the fundamentals, the basics, but often the Lord wants to give you specifics for your 
particular situation through speaking to you directly in prophecy. 
Counsel for today 
The basic principles of the written Word do apply. However, there is much counsel needed 
that will not be found specifically in the Bible. Therefore, the Lord is offering you this price-
less gift of speaking to you directly about your own individual situation. 
The Lord wants to speak to us to guide and encourage us. He promises, 
Isaiah 30:21 – Your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, “This is the way, walk in it.” 
Prophecy will not contradict the written Word 
A prophecy that is truly inspired by the Lord will not contradict the written recorded Word 
of God in the Bible, though it may fill in “gaps” in our understanding. The Word is the meas-
urement, the standard by which it should be judged. (We’ll discuss more about this in the 
next class.) 
Testimonies: How God speaks today! 
Listen to the voice of God 
Albert Schweitzer (1875-1965, Nobel Prize winner, missionary doctor in Cameroon and 
French Equatorial Africa *now called Gabon+) was a great musician and doctor who went to 
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As you continue to study His Word in faith, letting it fill your heart and mind, the more your 
ability will grow to recognize His still, small voice when you ask Him to speak to you. 
John 10:27a – My sheep hear My Voice. 
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you. 
Closing your eyes will help eliminate distractions. 
Be still and focus your mind on the Lord. Concentrate on Him. 
Sometimes the Lord may speak by bringing to mind a verse or passage from the Bible. He 
brings it to life or He applies it to a particular situation or decision you are faced with. If He 
reminds you of something like this while you are praying, then look it up and read it right 
then, asking the Lord to help you apply it. 
Sometimes the Lord may speak a new message that you’ve never heard before. The words 
will probably not be audible, but a “still, small voice” in your mind. 
Speak or write down or record what you get, then the Lord will give you more. By recording 
what He has given you, it shows the Lord your faith that you believe it is from Him. Then 
He’ll give you more. 
Try not to think, analyze, or judge the message as it is coming; just accept it and thank God 
for it. 
Some messages are short; some are lengthy. 
Sometimes, instead of words, the Lord will give you a picture or vision. 
Have faith and create a vacuum! 
You can bring this section to life by using a radio to illustrate the principle of turning on the 
switch and receiving the message. 
This section is enlarged upon in the Study Notes book in the Mountain Streams article 
“Faith.” 
You have to have faith. When you ask the Lord for an answer, expect an answer, and take 
the first thing that comes. If you really believe and ask the Lord, and you want to hear or 
see, you won’t be disappointed! 
In the air right now all around us, there are radio waves. But until you turn on this little 
switch on the radio, you’re not going to hear them. You have to open a channel, an electric 
circuit. 
God’s Spirit is like a broadcasting station broadcasting all the time. All you have to do is 
throw the switch and tune in! 
You have to believe when you when you ask the Lord to speak to you, that the first words 
that come into your mind and the first things you see are from the Lord, and go on from 
there. You must begin to speak (or write down) that Scripture or phrase He gives you. – And 
then He’ll give you more! 
Recognizing God’s voice 
1 King 19:9,11-12 – And there he *Elijah+ went into a cave, and spent the night in that place; 
and behold, the Word of the Lord came to him, and He said to him, “What are you doing 
here, Elijah?” … (11) Then He said, “Go out, and stand on the mountain before the Lord.” 
And behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind tore into the mountains and 
broke the rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the 
wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake; (12) and after the earthquake 
a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire; and after the fire a still small voice. 
God speaks in a still, small voice. It doesn’t have to be with an audible voice. It can just be in 
a still, small voice that you feel inside of you. Sometimes it’s not even words, but just an im-
pression that you have. God doesn’t always communicate in words; He can just give you a 
feeling or a picture or an idea. 
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Africa to be a missionary and help the sick. One time he was traveling up a river with a boat 
loaded with supplies for a hospital he had built. As they were traveling he noticed a big tree 
had fallen in the water. If they hit it, the boat could sink and they would drown. 
After his visit to the hospital, Albert returned back down the river. It was late at night and 
very dark. He warned the men not to go too near the bank of the river but to stay out closer 
toward the middle. Suddenly the Lord gave Albert a check in the Spirit that they were getting 
too close to the shore. All the men said they weren’t and that it was fine where they were, 
so Albert sat down again. I guess they know best, he thought. After all, they go up and down 
this river all the time and their eyes are trained to see into the dark forest. My eyes are not 
as good as theirs! 
Suddenly the Lord spoke again to Albert’s heart, this time with a much stronger warning. You 
need to obey Me or you’ll all drown! Albert jumped up and commanded the men to instantly 
move the boat farther out to the middle of the river. They had no sooner obeyed than sud-
denly they saw the huge, dark mass of a giant tree that had fallen in the water. Had they not 
turned aside at that instant the boat would have rammed it and sunk! 
The faith of a child! 
From Mary 
Hearing from the Lord is so thrilling that even the young kids like it and are excited about it, 
praise the Lord! One of our kids wears a brace for her teeth, which she has to take out every 
time she eats, and one day she misplaced it. We looked everywhere but could not find it. 
She suggested we get together and hear from the Lord about it. I felt that was brave of her, 
and I wondered if she was really ready to hear what I thought the Lord wanted to say about 
her not being so faithful with her things. I did not expect to get anything myself, since it was 
such a specific question, and I have had a hard time believing that I could receive specific 
answers from the Lord. – Others, yes, but not me. 
But lo and behold, I got, “With the orange peels, in the garbage can.” I didn’t share it at first, 
because it was just so unbelievable, so I waited for others to share what they had received. 
No one else received anything though, so I said, “This sounds crazy, but I got ‘With the or-
ange peels, in the garbage can.’” My daughter looked – and there it was! He gives direct an-
swers! 
Music and prophecy 
Music definitely is a vehicle for getting in the Spirit! Look at this verse about Elisha, who, 
when he was asked to hear from the Lord, said, “Bring me a minstrel” (2 Kings 3:15). The 
verse goes on to say, “Then it happened, when the musician played, that the hand of the 
Lord came upon him.” 
Here’s another verse concerning music and getting songs in prophecy, as it says that certain 
musicians would actually prophesy with their musical instruments: “Moreover David and the 
captains of the army separated for the service some of the sons of Asaph, of Heman, and of 
Jeduthun, who should prophesy with harps, stringed instruments, and cymbals” (1 Chroni-
cles 25:1). 
How To Hear From God in Prophecy 
How to hear from the Lord 
Find a quiet place. 
Begin your time with the Lord by praising Him and/or by reading His Word. 
Then, either ask the Lord a specific question or just generally ask Him what He wants to tell 


